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United Way of Lackawanna and Wayne Counties

Pre-K Tax Credit Program | THANK YOU

Thanks to the support of area businesses like yours, our Pre-Kindergarten Tax Credit and
Scholarship program helped 112 children from income eligible families last year with more than
$253,000 in scholarship funds.

But as impressive as those numbers are, they don’t begin to tell the whole story.

Allow us to share with you a glimpse of the people behind the statistics. The attached letters

come directly from the families that you are helping with your support of this vital program.
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I am a custodial grandparent. Emma, my four year old grand daughter has gone (o
treasure house in Chinchilla since she was a toddier. She likes the children and the staf¥,
and is always happy o be there. My husband died very sucdenly last year. Our financial
sitnation changed at that time. 1 wanted Emma’s life to be stable and consistent. The
treasure house director encouraged me to apply for help through United Way. We
received a scholarship. Because of this help Emma is able :0 be a part of the treasure
house and continue her activities with very little change fo- her. Thank you for your help.




2-04-09
Dear Miss Mary, Carbondale YMCA and United Way,

I want to thank you so very much for the Pre-K tax credit program at the
Carbondale YMCA preschool. Iam a stay at home mother of 4 young children. My
husband works at Gentex in Simpson. We arc the typical, middle income family. We
make too much money to qualify for any help such as school lunch reduction or heating
assistance. We also don’t make enough money to give our kids the advantages that we
believe they deserve, such as good early education. We really had no idea how we were
going to pay the extra money each month for preschool for our son, but we felt that the

Carbondale YMCA half day program was perfect for him.

When we were told about the grant, we weren’t even going to fill out the forms,
we always make too much. After I heard the details, I thought we’d give it a try, but
didn’t really expect too much. I can’t tell you how happy I was that we were given a
grant. Our cost went down almost 83%!! Instead of having to take the money for
preschool out of our grocery budget, we were able to easily send him with out major

sacrifice! It truly was a blessing from God.

I pray that this program continues for years to come. What a great way to get our
children into preschools that prepare them for their education in a fun, relaxed, safe
environment. Thank you!

Sincerely,
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Dear Peg Kopok,

I have two children enrolled at the Fricchone Center for daycare. This is my second
year receiving the grant from the United Way. I can’t express how much this grant helps
financially. I am a single parent and I rely on child care so I can work. The tuition for
care Is very expensive but it is a necessity. Since receiving the grant I don’t feel the stress
every month of the tuition bill and how I am going to pay for it. The money that I save
is used towards other bills in the home or enjoying a movie or activity with my children.
I hope that grant is able to continue and help other families with the same financial
hardships in paying their tuitions. Sometimes as a single parent your options are very

limited but with programs like this it helps parents be more independent and self-reliant.




To Whom It May Concern,

This scholarship has been a great asset to me, and my family. As the ol’ story
goes, | am a single mom trying to work and go to college, and munch of my money
would be going to my college degree and my daughter’s day care. My family really
helped out with watching my daughter but the amount of time I needed to be out of the

house between school and work was taking a toll on my support system. My first choice

of daycare and subsequently preschool was Fricchione Center at Marywood both because
of the program and its location on the same campus where I attend college.

When my daughter was moved to the pre-k and this program was offered I was
happy for some relief. When I saw how much assistance we would receive through the
scholarship I was amazed. This scholarship offered me the opportunity to keep my
daughter in school with the kids she knows during hours I was in class and still be able to

afford the time away from work to see her.

I have never been one to put much emphasis on money but this money means

time with my daughter and quality of life for us.

Thank you,



