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EMERGENCY WEATHER TIPS

The coming winter months hold the possibility of icy roads, downed power lines and snow drifts. Residents of cold weather states should prepare now for winter emergencies and disasters.

Simple steps to becoming disaster ready include making an emergency supply kit, making a communication plan and listening to local instructions.

An emergency supply kit includes, among other things, essential items to last at least three days such as a battery-powered radio and extra batteries, food and water, flashlights, a first aid kit, blankets and medications.

Making a communication plan involves discussing the hazards and threats for

your area and what your family would do during an actual emergency. As you

create your plan, decide on a meeting place if your family cannot return home,

designate an out-of-town friend or relative as a point-of-contact and plan for the

specific needs of your household, such as an evacuation shelter for pets or

transportation for medical equipment.

Before, during and after a disaster, it is critical that you listen for the most local,

up-to-date information from emergency officials. Local media will convey

instructions from local, state and federal government partners, such as details

about evacuation orders, how to safely stay where you are and when the emergency has passed.

Winter fire safety tips:

Plug space heaters directly into wall sockets and keep them at least three feet from other objects ….NEVER leave any alternative heating sources unattended!!

Install a smoke detector in every bedroom and one on every level of your home. Check the batteries monthly and replace them annually.

Clean out dryer vents and be sure they are not blocked.

If you lose power for a prolonged time, evacuate your home instead of trying to heat it by unconventional methods such as turning on stoves powered by natural gas.

For more detailed winter safety tips, go to http://www.redcross.org/services/hss/tips/december/winter.html
